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 Science coverage across the school 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS 
The 

Natural 
World 

Their body and keeping 
healthy 

Looking at environment 

Plants and growing 
Materials 

Look at changes in 
their environments 

Growing 
Life-cycles 

 
 

KS1 
 

Year 1 

Animals, including 
humans: The human 

body 
Everyday Materials 

Seasons 
Animals, including 

humans 

Plants 
Seasons  

KS1 
 

Year 2 

Living Things ‘Habitats’ 
Uses of Everyday 

Materials 

Animals including 
Humans 
Materials 

Plants 
Living 

Things and 
their 

habitats 
Animals 
including 
Humans 
Materials 

Plants 
Investigations 
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EYFS Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 & 2 
Summer 

1 

Summer 

2 
ELG  
Understanding the world:  
The Natural World: 
*Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; -  
*Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
*Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 
Weekly welly boot sessions:  

Explore the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

Topic 
title 

Marvellous 

Me 

Let’s Take a 

Stroll Through 

the Deep, 

Dark Wood… 

What’s the story? 

Ready, 

Steady, 

Grow! 

Animal 

Adventures 

Values 
Self –belief 

Kindness 
Right and Wrong Imagination 

Theme 
Their body and keeping healthy 

Looking at environment 

Plants and growing 
Materials 

Look at changes in their 
environments 

Growing 
Life-cycles 

 
 

Teaching 
and 

content 

*Navigating 
around our 
classroom and 
outdoor areas. 
 
*Create treasure 
hunts to find 
places/objects 
within our 
learning 
environment.  
 
 

*Observe and talk 
about weather 
and seasonal 
changes. 
 
*Explore the 
outdoors to foster 
curiosity  
 
*Explore touch, 
smell and hear the 
natural world.  
 
*Note seasonal 
changes in 
environment 
 
*Homes and 
habitats 
comparison 
 
*Compare the 
different animals 
in the story and 

*Look for signs of spring and discuss 
seasonal changes 
 
*Talk about the 
plants, animals, natural and found 
objects in school grounds.  
 
*Encourage interactions with the 
outdoors to foster curiosity and give 
children freedom to touch, smell and 
hear the natural world around them.  
 
*Exploring materials using senses 
(Link to text) 
 
*Investigate objects that float and sink 

*Look at changes over time with 
themselves and how they have 
grown. 
 
*Plant seeds and predict what 
might happen if placed in 
different places. 
 
*Look for signs of summer and 
discuss seasonal changes.  
 
*Growth and Change - 
exploring, observing and 
recording the changes during 
the life cycle of a butterfly. 
 
*Show care and concern for 
living things in the environment  
 
*Start to develop an 
understanding of growth, decay 
and changes over time. 
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noting 
similarities/differe
nces. 
 
*Fact finding 
about different 
animals. (CC 
Writing) 

 
 

Science 
linked to 

PSED 

*Talk about healthy toothbrushing habits.  
 
*Talk about being a good pedestrian 
(Road Safety Week) 
 
*Lining up and 
queuing/mealtime/personal hygiene.  
 
*Talk about the importance of regular 
physical activity.  

*Talk about having a good sleep routine 
 
*Talk about sensible amounts of screen 
time (Safer internet day) 
 
*Talk about the importance of regular 
physical activity. 

*How will they keep healthy to help 
them grow?  
 
*Choices for healthy lifestyles – 
looking at fruit and vegetables; 
 
*Sun safety and looking after 
themselves. 
 
*Talk about the importance of 
regular physical activity.  

Key 
vocab 

Simple Body Parts: Head, shoulders, 
knees, toes, eyes, ears, mouth and nose 
 
Seasons: autumn, winter 
 
weather: windy, cloudy, frosty, sunny, 
wet, snow, freezing, melting 
Day/night 
hibernate 
nocturnal  

Materials – hard, soft, smooth, rough 
 
Seasons: spring,  
buds, blossom, bulbs, trunks, branches, 
leaves, roots, bark 
 
Weather: dry, damp, soggy, rainbow 
 
float, sink 

seeds, egg, caterpillar, cocoon, 
butterfly,  
hatch 
 
 
Seasons: Summer, hot, sun 
fruit, vegetable 
 

EYFS Scientific enquiry/ Investigations 

Observing Ice melting 
+ British Science week: 

 fun experiments 
Observing growth of seeds 

Patterns over 
time 

Seasonal changes Seasonal changes 

Seasonal changes 
 

Growth linked to changes over time 
for themselves 

Testing What helps ice melt quicker?  

What happens to the Gingerbread Man 
when he gets wet? 

 

Building boats to cross the river – floating 
and sinking. 

 

Identifying and 
classifying 

 Wellie Boot links 
Observing how the caterpillars 
change over time and turn into 

butterflies. 
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KS1 

Year 1 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic 

title 

A few of my favourite 

things 

Flight, feet, feathers and 

fins! 

Kings, Queens, 

Castles and Knights! 

Values 
Self –belief 

Self - Worth 
Compassion  Respect  

Theme 

Animals including humans-The human 
body 

Everyday Materials 
Seasonal Changes 

Animals including humans 
Seasonal Changes 

Plants 
Seasonal Changes 

Investigations  

Teaching 
and 

content 

Animals Including Humans: 
Identify, name, draw and label the basic 
parts of the human body. 
Make close observations of facial 
features-linked to CC Art.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Understand the human body 
Associate the part of the body with the 
5 different senses. 
Compare different parts of the body  
 
Materials: 
Distinguish between an object and the 
material it is made from. 
Identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials. 
Describe the physical properties of 
everyday materials (link to local area 
and school). 
 
Seasonal Changes (ongoing) 
Observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and how 
the length of day varies.  

Animals including humans: 
Identify and name common animals and 
animal groups (fish, birds, amphibians, 
reptiles and mammals) 
Identify and name animals which are 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  
Describe and compare structure of a variety 
of common animals.  
 
Seasonal Changes (ongoing) 
Observe 4 seasons, and describe weather 
associated with the seasons.  
 
 

Plants: 
Identify and name a variety of 
common wild and garden plants, 
including deciduous and 
evergreen. 
Identify and describe the basic 
structure of a variety of common 
flowering plants, including trees. 
Planting seeds (beans) and 
observe life cycle.  
 
Seasonal Changes (ongoing) 
Observe 4 seasons, and describe 
weather associated with the 
seasons.  
 
Term of Investigations and 
linked skills: 
Compare and contrast plants and 
flowers/trees over time (linking to 
focus on seasons) 
 
Link to weather charts and 
changes over time.  

Key vocab 

Animals, 
including humans 
 
Senses: Sight 
Taste - tongue 
Touch 
Hear 
Smell -Aroma 
Healthy 
Exercise 
Skeleton  
 
Seasonal 
Changes 
 
Season 
Autumn 
Weather 
Fog/mist, frost 

Everyday 
Materials 
 
Object 
Material 
Hard 
Soft 
Stretchy 
Stiff 
Bendy 
Rough 
Smooth 
Waterproof 
Absorbent 
See through 
Recycle  

Animals including 
humans 
 
Carnivore  
Herbivore 
Omnivore 
Identify 
Grouping 
Amphibians 
Reptiles 
Mammals 
 

Seasonal 
Changes  
 
Spring 
Storm 
Icy 
Shiver 
Droplet 
Cloudy 
Pouring 
 

Plants 
 
Evergreen 
Deciduous 
Bud 
Leaf 
Branch  
Root 
Stem 
Warmth 
Sunlight 

Seasonal 
Changes 
 
Summer 
Clear 
Humidity 
Lightning  
Thunder 
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KS1 Year 

2 
Autumn Term Spring Term 

Summer 

Term 1 

Summer 

Term 2 

Topic title 
From the Oceans to 

the Moon 
Incredible Inventions 

The Great 

Outdoors! 

Terrific 

Tewkesbury 

Values Responsibility Creativity Resilience 

Theme 

Living Things 
‘Habitats’ 

Uses of Everyday 
Materials 

Animals including 

Humans 
Materials 

Plants 

Living things and their habitats 
Plants 

Animals including Humans 
Materials  

 

Teaching 
and content 

Living Things and their 
Habitats: 
Exploring and comparing the 
differences between things that 
are living, dead, and things that 
have once lived. 
Look at how sea creatures 
adapt to their environment. 
Food chains based on oceans 
plants and animals. 
 
Everyday Materials: 
Identifying materials 
Sorting materials 
Identifying and comparing the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials (recycling 
and re-using). 

Animals including Humans: 
Importance for humans to exercise 
and eat the right amount of different 
foods. 
Needs of animals to survive.  
 
 
Uses of Everyday Materials: 
Changing shape of solid objects by 
squashing, bending 
Identifying and comparing the 
suitability of a variety of everyday 
materials(Cross curricular Roald 
Dahl) 
 

Plants: 
Grow vegetables and 
herbs. 
Observe and grow seeds 
and bulbs. 
 
Living Things and their 
habitats: 
Woodland animals how 
animals and plants 
depend on each other. 
Food chains- linked to 
forest 
Name a variety of trees 
Microhabitats- mini beasts 
 
Animals including 
Humans: 
Offspring to adult 
woodland animals. Link to 
needs of woodland 
animals to survive.  
Materials: 
Waterproof building dens 
and animal shelters, 
suitability of materials. 

Plants: 
Harvest vegetables 
and herbs and use for 
Medieval Pottage. 
 
Term of 
Investigations and 
linked skills 
Do pinecones know 
it’s raining? 
 
Do plants grow in any 
condition?  

Scientific enquiry/ Investigations 

Observing 
 
 

How does a chick hatch out of an egg? (Life 
cycle of an egg) 

+ British Science week: 
 fun experiments 

How does an elastic band help a 
catapult work? 

Patterns 
over time 

How will my height change over time? 
How does a seed change each 

week? 

Testing 
What materials will keep Teddy dry? 

What is the best material?  
What makes ice melt quickly?   

Identifying 
and 

classifying 
What are houses made from?  

How can we sort all the animals who live in 
the zoo? 

Wild and common flowers 
Evergreen and deciduous trees.  
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Key vocab 

Living Things/ Habitats 
 
living 
dead 
never alive 
habitats 
micro-habitats 
food chain 
seashore 
ocean 
 
Uses of Everyday Materials 
 
wood 
metal 
plastic 
glass 
brick 
rock 
recycle 
reuse 
environment 

Animals including Humans 
 
exercise 
hygiene 
nutrition 
Survival  
 
Uses of Everyday Materials 
 
squashing 
bending 
twisting 
stretching 

Plants 
temperature 
germination 
reproduction 
  
Living Things/ Habitats 
 
living 
dead 
never alive 
habitats 
micro-habitats 
food chain 
 
shelter 
woodland 
conditions 
 
Animals including 
Humans 
 
survival 
nutrition 
offspring 
reproduce  
 
Plants 
 
deciduous 
evergreen 
bulb 
seed 
suitable 
temperature 
germination 
reproduction 

Plants 
germination 
reproduction  
harvest 
 
Investigation 
Conclusion  
Prediction 

Scientific enquiry/ Investigations (Key priority for Year 2) 

Observing 

Can we send our own 
rocket into the sky? 
Can you make a kite from 
a plastic bag? 
Paper plane: Will a paper 
clip increase the distance 
a paper plane will travel? 

+ British Science week: 
 fun experiments 

 
 

Can you make a square 
bubble? 

 

Do plants grow in any condition? 
 

Patterns 
over time 

String Telephone 

What material is best to keep Prickles the 
Hedgehog dry? 

 
How do plants stay alive? 

Testing 

Can you protect the golden 
egg as it goes down the 
shoot? 
Silly spoons 

Do pinecones know it’s raining 
 

Identifying 
and 

classifying 
Marble Run Can you make a square bubble? 

 


